
C.S. Lewis a writer for all times,
but his faith puts some people off

XFORD. England -, The
measure ofa geat writer
rs not how mal1v weeks
his books spenci on the

bestseller lists, but how many
years his books remain in Drint after
his dealh. Keith Clack, a;anager
ofBlacl-well's

me that C.S.

lrtemry ouFut
remains in print
so nuny y€ars
following his
(lealh.
' More than
1,000 people are
gathered in
Oxford and

By CAL
THOMAS

Cambridge for two weeks io
celebrate the life and legacy of
C.S. Lewis on the l00th
atuiv€rsary ofhis binh and the
3sth anniversary ofhis death.

Lewis was not a wriler only for
his time but for all time. Hc
refuscd lo be a pan ofwhat we
would call "culture." sDeakine
instead to themes and ideas th-at
lranscend all limes and cultures.

The best the British aovernment
could do to commemoraite this
occasion was issue a stamp. It
'seems embarrassed 1o honor Lewis
in a way befitting his slature.
perhaps for reasons simiiar to those
that denied him a professorial chair
rl Oxford: fame (which was not
sough0 coupled with his
persuasrve arguments about the
existence ofcod- In debates

begindng in ) 942 at the world-
renowned Oxford Union, Lewis
took on all comers, i[cluding
atheists, and won. Five years later,
he was on lhe cover of 7ir"
magazine, which dutitully
recognized his genius in lilerature
and apologetics.

Lewis never shouted. Hrs way
was one ofpersuasion, whether
gentle, as in his marvelous
"Cfuonicles of Namia" children s
stories (with Drofound implications
for adults who read them -to their
children) or sharp, with rapiers ro
prerce the strongest hrdes of
unbelief, as in "Th€ Screwlaoe
Letters" in which one demoi
insfucts another on how to make a
m€ss ofhuman lives. or "Mere
Ckistianity." which begins on the
cornmon playing field oflogic and
lakes the reader on ajoumey that
leads straight to cod. As a fomer
atheisl. Lewis knew the potholcs
and wrong tums along the way.

Dr. Thomas Howard. chairman
ofthe English Departme at St.
John s Seminary College in Bosron,
described Lewis legacy as
"muscular," In an asc ofeasv
believism (and easy-nonbeli6vism).
cheap gace and oversimplificalion
ofl-aith. Lewis has a muscular
intellect thal forces a reader to focus
o ultimate truths. Howard also
noted Lewis"'modesty. ebullienc€
and deep sincerity," a man who
"had a vision ofheaven and hell"
and who bad 'no time for humbus. '

But Bo onc speaks for Lewis-
better than Lewis himseil About
our preoccupation with
malerialjsm, Lewis said in "The

Scre\rrape Leners' :  "Prospef rry
kn,rs a man to rhc world. He feels
lhal  he is ' f indine hrs Dlace rn i r . '
whi le reul ly i t  is- f indrng irs place

To those attemDtine to "revive'
a nalion through pbliti;s, Lewis'
demon instrucls his young cha.ge
on how to corrupt his assignment:
''Let him begin b, hearing rhe
Parriotism as a Dart ofhis reheron.
Then let him. uilder the influe;c€
ofpartisan spirit. come 10 regard it
as the most imDortant Dan_ Then
quietly and gra-duatly nLrse him on
to the stage at which the religion
becomos merely part oflhe
'cause.'in which Christianity is
valued chiefly because ofthe
excel lent argumenrs i t  can produce
.. . .  Once you havemade th; World
an end, and faith a means. you
have almosl won your man. and it
makes very little difference what
kind ofworldly end he is
pursuir}g."

Seeking to sepamte his readers
tiom iheir fixation on lhe now.
Lewis wrote: "Nations, cultures,
ans. civilizalion these are
mortal, and their lifc is to ours as
the life ofa grat."

The proof is that fads and
lAncies ofLewis' time have faded
and so will ours. Bul Lewis ideas
arc fbrall time. The advice of
lhose attending this celebralion of
a great life well lived would be to
tum off lhe television. stan readins
C.S- Lewis and be transformed by-
lhe renewai ofyour mind.

Cat Thanas write: lbr the Los
A geler Tines S).n.linte, 218 S.
Spri g St., Los Anseles CA 90012.


