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MALACOVIA, a city-fortress built in
iron on the delta of the Danube, on the
branch known as the St. George, not
far from the southernmost mouth of
the river. The city was built in 1870 by
specialized workers imported from
France and from England who in fact
did not know where they were work-
ing, believing the site to be on the
banks of the Dnieper, USSR. Once the
work was completed they were sent
back to their countries.

In charge of the project was an
eccentric Nogai prince, very rich and
somewhat mad, who emigrated from
the Crimea with several of his compat-
riots and settled in Dobrugia, dreaming
of rebuilding the lost fatherland. To
achieve this purpose the prince
decided to build an iron fortress, hid-
den in the marshes, as a base from
which to launch quick and deadly
incursions against the coastal cities of
the Holy Russian Empire (in particular
Odessa) and to sink or capture the Rus-
sian ships crossing the Black Sea.
Brought up in Petersburg, the prince,
unlike his companions, had the advan-
tage of a university education and
became enthralled by the mysteries of
mechanics, especially by those of a
new invention that seemed to offer
innumerable possibilities: the bicycle.

The prince planned Malacovia as a
sort of huge iron egg bristling with can-
non. The egg could be made to retreat
within a granite platform beneath the
marshes to hide it from sight; this verti-
cal mechanism was worked by means
of a series of bicycles linked to a gigan-
tic system of cogs; the bicycles were
pedalled by some fifty Nogai Tartars.
The name Malacovia was given to the
city by the prince who had only a
vague knowledge of ancient Greek and
believed that malakos meant “shell”
while in fact it means “soppy’ —a
good name, however, for a town of the
marshlands.

From this fortress the Nogai Tartars
would cross over to the Russian coast
on flat boats propelled by pedals; each
Tartar would carry his own bicycle on
his head and once on dry land would
ferociously attack the Russian settle-
ments. Though a few of the prince’s
companions were at first in favour of
using the traditional horses, they were
soon convinced of the great advantage
of the bicycle, seeing the surprise and
terror that an apparition of cycling Tar-
tars caused in the hearts of the Rus-
sians.

When finally the Imperial Russian
government, incapable of coping with
these pirates, was on the point of ask-
ing a foreign government for aid to
destroy the prince’s egg and bring
peace once again to the Black Sea,
nature took its course and an unex-
pected solution presented itself. The
extreme humidity of the Danube delta
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rusted the cogs in the lifting mechanism
of Malacovia and one day in 1873 it
refused to budge in spite of the gener-
ous efforts of the Nogai pedallers. Con-
scious that the end was near, the prince
and his brave companions, with their
bicycles on their heads, escaped
through a secret tunnel and dispersed
throughout the world. Even as late as
the early 1900’s it was a common sight
in Paris or London to see a cycling Tar-
tar race down one of the residential
boulevards, much to the delight of
the population who were sincerely
impressed by the speed they could
achieve. The prince, heartbroken, mar-
ried a rich Armenian who had been
captured in Odessa, and founded in
Bucharest the first factory of Ruma-
nian bicycles.

(Amedeo Tosetti, Pedali sul Mar Nero,
Milan, 1884)

MALDONADA, a port in BALNIBARBL.

MANCY, a kingdom on the east coast
of India, one of the best and fairest
lands in the world, a land of plenty,

with more than two thousand cities and
many towns inhabited by Christians
and Saracens. The chief city is Latoryn,
a port on a river about a day’s journey
from the sea, that is said to be larger
than Paris.

The people of Mancy worship idols,
roasting meat before them which is
then eaten by the holy men. The birds
of Mancy are twice the size of Euro-
pean birds. The most common species
looks somewhat like white geese with
great crests. There are many serpents
in Mancy, which are considered a great
delicacy, and no feast will bring the
host honour and esteem if it does not
include a dish of serpents. A peculiar
race of white hens which bear wool like
sheep are bred here. Some small ani-
mals called loyres are very popular and
have been trained for fishing.

The city of Cansay, formerly the resi-
dence of the Kings of Mancy, is recom-
mended to all visitors. Several days’
journey from Latoryn, Cansay has
been called the “City of Heaven”. It is
fifty miles in circumference, and was
built on a lagoon, as Venice is.

Many mendicant religious men live
in Cansay, in an abbey reached by boat
and surrounded by a garden. When




